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This is what we've been up to this past year (2009):

1. Health Needs Assessment Survey (Erica Cua)

We've collected over 100 surveys from several communities in the San Gabriel Valley region. Upon analysis of the data this is what we've come up with:

* The English and Chinese surveys need to be revised - there are questions that are misleading and/or ambiguous that we can simplify and clarify for future use. Also, between the many editions of our surveys, the translated Chinese surveys have not been kept up to date along with the English surveys. With our experience from this year's survey efforts we can make the surveys much cleaner and improve its ease of use.


* The biggest obstacle to proper health care appears to be the Language barrier/Education. On the whole, those who answered the English version of the surveys had more education than those who used the Chinese survey. For instance, the English speakers overwhelmingly answered that their state of health was "Good" while non-English speakers answered most "Fair" (However, there is also the possibility of cultural bias that confounds the selection of answers. One Chinese physicians was telling us how  more traditional Asians tend to shy away from answering questions at the extremes, such as choosing good or bad, and would rather choose a more moderate answer).


* The top issues that the survey identified was disease prevention, health education, language services and insurance education/affordability.
* Using what we've got this year. We will meet again soon to discuss the revisions of the survey and how we will improve the Survey effort next year. Furthermore, we will also tailor our future COI efforts in accordance to the top issues identified in the HNA surveys.

2. COI Projects
*  H1N1 Swine Flu Health work shop (November)
* Introduce students to mental health issues in the Asian American community (Early March)
* Glaucoma/Diabetes Screening Event (TBD)

3. Fund-raising Effort


* Holiday-gram Fundraiser for Unicef. I think we donated over $150 to the Unicef in the name of APAMSA

