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Result

• We conducted a systematic review across four 
databases: PubMed, PsycInfo, Embase, and Web of  
Science and followed the Systematic Review 
PRISMA Protocol

• The search strategy combined synonyms of  
COVID-19, Asian American, vaccine intention, 
acceptance and apprehension 

• Inclusion criteria selected observational studies, 
surveys, cross-sectional, case-control, case-series or 
cohort studies and articles containing control groups 
n ≥ 10 Asian Americans

• Two reviewers independently assessed full-text 
articles for inclusion, disagreements were settled 
through team consensus
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Vaccine Willingness Across Racial Groups: 10 articles 
reported that Asian Americans had greater willingness to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine compared to other racial 
groups, including Black, Hispanic, and White participants. 
These findings were consistent across different study 
populations, including healthcare workers, pregnant 
women, cancer patients, and children.

Key Predictive Factors: Age, education level, gender, 
household income, immigration status, insurance status, 
and marital status were key factors in predicting Asian 
American vaccine hesitancy levels. Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), shelter-in-place length, region, and 
caregiver status were not significantly associated with 
COVID-19 vaccination willingness and hesitancy levels.

COVID-19 Vaccine Concerns: Two common reasons 
reported for vaccine hesitancy were long-term vaccine side 
effects and distrust in vaccine information providers, 
including the U.S. government and medical institutions.  
Beliefs that COVID-19 vaccine trials and production were 
rushed also played a role in vaccine hesitation. Similarly, 
Asian American participants expressed the belief  that the 
COVID-19 vaccine was experimental in nature as one 
additional reason to delay vaccination efforts.

Asian American Cultural Group Variation: Two articles 
found that cultural groups within Asian Americans were 
associated with COVID-19 vaccine concerns and 
willingness levels. 

Discussion/Conclusion
This systematic review informs clinicians and public 
health officials on COVID-19 vaccine intention within 
Asian American communities, including common 
reasons against vaccination. Further research is needed 
to identify age-based trends within ethnic subgroups. 
Armed with this information, officials can better target 
messaging to address vaccine safety and efficacy 
concerns in minority populations.

Objective
Our study aimed to understand Asian American 
COVID-19 vaccination perceptions, focusing on 
vaccine intention, acceptance, and hesitancy.

Background
• Coronavirus (COVID-19) was declared a pandemic 

by the WHO in March 2020
• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for 
a COVID-19 vaccine in December 2020

• The CDC reports that 66.4% of  Americans have at 
least one COVID-19 vaccine dose

Results

Result 
Category

Vaccine 
Willingness

Predictive 
Factors

Vaccine 
Concerns

Sub-Group 
Variation

Number of  
Articles 10 6 6 2


